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Civil Society Platform
for Democracy and Human Rights
As noted in the 2017 – 2019 House of Lords Report on the UK and future of the Western Balkans, “Instability
in the region is driven by serious and deep-rooted governance challenges” – challenges which have been
compounded by the practice of supporting stability over democracy. This has contributed to a rising
“stabilitocracy” through which authoritarian governments have consolidated “their patronage networks,
ensuring near invincibility at elections in years to come” (https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201719/
ldselect/ldintrel/53/53.pdf). On the one hand, many are looking to civil society as the corrective for this, but,
on the other, civil society has remained relegated to a consultation paradigm, lacking the teeth necessary to
counter state capture, evolve inclusive and sustainable governing structures, and entrench strong democracy
institutions. In a situation of escalating tensions, third party destabilization, endemic corruption, and
increasing polarizations within and amongst countries, it is time for a coordinated regional civil society – the
people of the Western Balkans, who share a common history – to assume a leadership position in which we
work together to deal with problems of the past and create a peaceful future.
Our civil society platform assumes this responsibility. At this summit, governments will be making commitments
to support the Western Balkan countries on their path to EU integration. But the Berlin Process has no
built-in steering and monitoring mechanism and hosting member states, ad hoc, have no authority to act
in an oversight capacity. The Civil Society Platform fills this gap – we commit to working, in tandem with
governments and international partners, to hold ourselves and our governments accountable for advancing
the social, economic, and political agendas for EU integration. To this end, the UKs role hosting and facilitating
the London Summit provides an important opportunity to raise the profile of engagement with CSOs, both
in setting the agenda for engagement at the Summit and for coordinating, through UK Embassies in the
region, with CSOs to ensure accountability of governments, CSOs, and international bodies in monitoring
implementation of the Summit’s recommendations.
With almost thirty years of capacity building, we have the expertise – and as importantly, the will – to move
our countries forward. For us to take this role, it is imperative that, at this summit, we develop a plan for
removing the barriers to a coordinated regional civil society (such as visa restrictions on traveling and
telecommunications regulations that prevent communication amongst Balkan countries).
In its new role outside of the European Union but as a partner to the EU and Western Balkans, the UK is
at the beginning stages of finding innovative new ways of coordinating and cooperating with the EU and
bilateral partners. Working with a coordinated regional civil society is an important component of these new
partnerships. Each of us, working on our own mandates, shares common principles for advancing the social,
economic, and political dimensions of the Berlin Process connectivity agenda. By maintaining open and
regular communication and information sharing, our platform for democracy and human rights allows us to
bring our local expertise to a regional network that works collaboratively to solve our joint problems.
To this end, the Civil Society Platform pledges:
• To work across borders and sectors, in support of each other and government, to co-develop the region,
not as fragmented actors working on short-term projects, but as visionaries with skills, knowledge, and
expertise that is crucial for breaking the hold of state capture and creating a unified Western Balkans that
works, collaboratively and with good will, for a prosperous and secure future;
• To lead by example: shunning inflammatory rhetoric, we will create an environment of political cooperation
and uphold the core values of democracy, human rights, and integrity. As models of public diplomacy
and regional cooperation that can unite a divided and polarized Western Balkans, our constructive work
will set the bar to which governments must rise;
• Looking forward to the next summit in Poland, we will be the institutional memory of the Berlin Process.
Building on past accomplishments, we pledge to use the London Summit to consolidate gains and
clearly strategize commitments to which governments can agree;
• Between now and the 2019 Poland Summit, we will conduct ongoing assessment and evaluation of
progress towards implementing these commitments, and bring lessons learned to co-organizing for next
year’s summit.
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